CHAPTER FOUR: CHANGED FRANCE
THE NEW REGIME
THE new regime, as we have seen, had been
got under way with the help, mainly, of
three false pretences. One was that you
could buy the conquerors' mercy by making
your Government look like a copy of his
own. It soon became obvious that this
prostration was as ineffective as it was
immoral Continuous German interference
made the men of Vichy sit very uncom-
fortably in their seats. It made them
appear as deceived deceivers, as tools and
traitors who, in addition, had been fools.
Their Government, under increasing Nazi
pressure, underwent repeated reshuffling; it
was generally expected, however, that one
day it might be curtly dismissed to make room
for yet more adaptable Nazi puppets.
The second means of deceit consisted in
making Britain the scape-goat. This, at
the beginning, succeeded only too well.
So much so that the sensational and generous
offer which Mr. Churchill made on June
16th, to pool the forces as well as the in-